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TAGS:PFOR, MASS, JO, MO, US, IR 
SUBJECT: ASSISTANCE FOR MOROCCO 

REFERENCES: A - AMMAN 687; B - AMMAN 689; C - AMMAN 699; 

D - TEHRAN 1267; E - STATE 201455 (NOTAL) 

1 . DEPT AND DOD ARE GIVING URGENT CONSIDERATION TO 
PROPOSALS FOR ARMS AND AIRCRAFT TRANSFERS TO MOROCCO. US 
POLICY IS BASICALLY SYMPATHETIC TO MOROCCAN NEEDS, WHICH WE 
WANT TO MEET TO EXTENT POSSIBLE IN WAY THAT DOES NOT APPEAR 
TO BE INTERNATIONALIZING SAHARA DISPUTE THROUGH HIGHLY VIS- 
IBLE EMERGENCY SUPPLY OF US EQUIPMENT, PARTICULARLY DURING 
CURRENT ARAB AND UN DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS TO RECONCILE GOA AND 
GOM DIFFERENCES OVER SELF-DETERMINATION PRIOR TO END OF 
SPANISH ADMINISTRATION ON FEBRUARY 28. WE RECOGNIZE THAT 
MOROCCO UNDER-ARMED VIS-A-VIS ALGERIA AND WANT TO HELP IN 
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PART TO OFFSET THE IMBALANCE. 
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2. IN THIS CONTEXT DEPT IS PREPARED TO IMMEDIATELY AUTHOR- 
IZE TRANSFER OF ITEMS MOST READILY AVAILABLE AND EASILY 
MOVED AND WHERE REPLACEMENT NOT MAJOR FACTOR, AS SOON AS WE 
MEET STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO THIRD-PARTY TRANS- 
FERS AS CONTAINED IN SECTION 3(A) OF FOREIGN MILITARY SALES 

ACT (FMSA), AS AMENDED, I.E., ADVANCE NOTIFICATION OF 
CONGRESS AND RECEIPT OF TRANSFER ASSURANCES FROM GOM. 
SPECIFICS DISCUSSED BELOW. ACTION ON OTHER ITEMS COMPLI- 
CATED BY MANY FACTORS AND WILL REQUIRE FURTHER DISCUSSION 
WITH GOM, GOI AND GOJ. EMBASSY REQUESTED COMMUNICATE 
DECISIONS TO GOJ AND DISCUSS OTHER ASPECTS WITH JORDANIANS 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH FOLLOWING GUIDANCE. 

3. GENERAL POINTS YOU SHOULD EMPHASIZE TO GOJ. 

A. REPLACEMENTS FOR MOST ITEMS UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR 
TRANSFER TO MOROCCO CANNOT BE FURNISHED QUICKLY BECAUSE OF 
LENGTHY PRODUCTION LEAD TIMES WHICH MAY RANGE FROM 20 TO 

48 MONTHS IN SOME CASES. 

B. REPLACEMENT COSTS WILL EXCEED ORIGINAL COSTS TO JORDAN 
OF ANY ITEMS TRANSFERRED TO MOROCCO AND USG HAS NO RPT NO 
FUNDS TO ABSORB THESE ADDED COSTS. WE ASSUME THIS IS 
MATTER TO BE WORKED OUT BETWEEN GOM AND GOJ. 

C. RESPONSIBILITY FOR MAINTENANCE STATUS OF THE EQUIPMENT 
SELECTED FOR TRANSFER MUST NECESSARILY REST WITH COUNTRIES 
INVOLVED. 

D. ANY TRANSFERS OF US SUPPLIED EQUIPMENT FROM IRAN AND 
JORDAN TO MOROCCO, OR FROM IRAN VIA JORDAN TO MOROCCO, 

MUST BE NOTIFIED TO CONGRESS AND WILL THEREFORE BE PUBLIC 
KNOWLEDGE. YOU SHOULD BE SURE GOJ FULLY UNDERSTANDS IN- 
EVITABILITY OF CONGRESSIONAL AND PRESS ATTENTION TO AND 
POSSIBLE CRITICISM OF TRANSACTION. TRANSFER PROCEDURES ARE 
OUTLINED IN REF E. 

E. GOJ SHOULD SUBMIT DIPLOMATIC NOTE OR OTHER WRITTEN 
MESSAGE THROUGH MFA OR MINDEF TO EMBASSY FORMALLY RE- 
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QUESTING USG AUTHORITY TO EFFECT TRANSFERS IN QUESTION. 

F. IF JORDANIANS RAISE SUBJECT OF U.S. AIRLIFT, YOU 
SHOULD SAY YOU MUST REFER QUESTION TO WASHINGTON. IN 

THIS CONNECTION, YOU MIGHT INQUIRE WHETHER GOJ HAS EXPLORED 
POSSIBILITIES OF ASSISTANCE IN ARRANGING AIRLIFT FROM 
SAUDIS AND OTHER FRIENDLY ARAB STATES WITH CAPABILITY. 

(FYI: TRANSPORT BY USAF AIRCRAFT WOULD BE VERY COSTLY, 
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ROUGH ESTIMATE AROUND DOLS 3.7 MILLION. END FYI) 

4. SPECIFIC ITEMS 

A. RECOILLESS RIFLES: DEPT IS PREPARED TO AGREE TO TRANS- 
FER TO MOROCCO FROM JORDAN OF 36 106 MM RECOILLESS RIFLES. 

WE UNDERSTAND GOJ IS NOT RPT NOT ASKING FOR REPLACEMENTS. 
DEPT UNDERSTANDING IS THAT JORDAN RECEIVED 106MM RECOIL- 
LESS RIFLES UNDER MAP; MOROCCO IS NOT ELIGIBLE FOR MAP 
MATERIEL. SUGGEST THAT GOJ WOULD THEREFORE BUY RESIDUAL 
RIGHTS AFTER WHICH GUNS COULD BE TRANSFERRED TO THIRD 
PARTY. (FYI: RESIDUAL VALUE FOR EACH 106 MM RR IS 

DOLS 2,704. END FYI) BEYOND THAT TRANSFER CAN BE MADE AS 
SOON AS GOJ FILES WRITTEN REQUEST. DEPT INFORMS CONGRESS 
IN ADVANCE, AND GOM SUBMITS DIPLOMATIC NOTE CONCERNING DIS 
POSITION OF THESE ITEMS AS REQUIRED BY FMSA. SUGGESTED 
TEXT BEING FURNISHED RABAT BY SEPTEL. 

B. 20 F-5AS FROM JORDANIAN AIR FORCE: YOU SHOULD INFORM 
GOJ THAT FIRST NEED IS TO WORK OUT PRACTICAL PR OBI, RMS OF 
TRANSFER WITH GOJ, GOI AND GOM. PLEASE CONVEY FOLLOWING 
POINTS TO GOJ: 

-DELIVERIES OF INITIAL F-5ES AS REPLACEMENTS FOR F-5AS, 

IF MOROCCO AGREES TO THIS, CANNOT RPT NOT COMMENCE BEFORE 
LATE 1977 BECAUSE OF LONG PRODUCTION LEAD TIMES. THIS IS 
REASON GOM SEEKS EARLIER DELIVERY VIA TRANSFERS FROM 
JORDAN. GOJ SHOULD UNDERSTAND THIS POINT BEFORE PROCEED- 
ING WITH TRANSFER. 

- USG HAS NO FUNDS TO ABSORB COST OF REPLACEMENTS TO 
JORDAN FROM GOM ORDER OF F-5ES WHICH WILL GREATLY EXCEED 
VALUE OF F-5AS. WE ASSUME THIS WILL BE WORKED OUT BETWEEN 
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GOJ AND GOM. 

-ASK GOJ ESTIMATED TIME NEEDED TO PUT F-5AS IN CONDITION 
FOR FERRYING TO MOROCCO. ALTERNATIVELY, IF THEY ARE TO BE 
DISASSEMBLED FOR SHIPMENT AND REASSEMBLED IN MOROCCO, NEED 
ESTIMATE OF WHEN PLANES COULD BE OPERABLE. LATTER IS 
COMPLICATED OPERATION REQUIRING JIGS AND SUBSTANTIAL TEAM 
AT EACH END. 

-SEEK GOJ'S VIEWS ON MOST PRACTICABLE MEANS OF MOVING 
THESE PLANES, REMINDING THEM OF NEED TO GET OVERFLIGHT AND 
LANDING/REFUELING CLEARANCES IN GREECE, ITALY, SPAIN. WE 
ARE PREPARED SUPPORT GOJ REQUESTS FOR CLEARANCES. 

C. 16 155 MM HOWITZERS AND AMMO (BOTH SMALL ARMS AND 
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ARTILLERY) FROM IRAN TO MOROCCO VIA IORDAN. INFORM GOJ 
THAT WE ARE PREPARED TO AGREE TO ITS TRANSFERRING 
THESE ITEMS TO MOROCCO ONCE THEY ARE RECEIVED FROM IRAN, 

BUT THAT WE SHOULD AGAIN HAVE TO COMPLY WITH STATUTORY PRO- 
VISIONS FOR ADVANCE NOTIFICATION OF CONGRESS AND TRANSFER 
ASSURANCES FROM RECIPIENT. 

D. 4 OR 5 F-5AS WITH MUNITIONS FROM IRAN: WE HAVE NO 
OBIECTION TO TRANSFER OF THESE AIRCRAFT AND MUNITIONS FROM 
IRAN TO IORDAN BUT SAME CONSIDERATIONS DISCUSSED IN 

PARAS 3D AND 4B ABOVE WOULD APPLY TO THEIR ONWARD TRANSFER 
TO MOROCCO. 

E. REDEYE: ALTHOUGH REDEYES WERE NOT AMONG ITEMS GOI 
INDICATED IT COULD PROVIDE TO MOROCCO, THEY APPEAR ON GOM 
SHOPPING LIST AND GOI MAY HAVE THEM UNDER CONSIDERATION. 

IF JORDANIANS RAISE SUBJECT, INFORM THEM THAT WE WOULD NOT 
APPROVE THEIR TRANSFER TO MOROCCO, CONSISTENT WITH OUR 
POLICY OF NOT RPT NOT FURTHER PROLIFERATING THIS WEAPON. 

5. YOU CORRECTLY SURMISED THAT MATERIEL WOULD NOT BE 
AVAILABLE FROM OUR ASSETS IN EUROPE (NOR FROM US MILITARY 
INVENTORIES ANYWHERE) AND MAY CONFIRM THIS IF JORDANIANS 
RAISE IT AGAIN. 
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6. EMBASSY REQUESTED INFORM DEPT ASAP OF GOJ REACTION TO 
POINTS YOU RAISE WITH THEM AND WHETHER GOJ WANTS TO PROCEED 
WITH TRANSFERS UNDER APPLICABLE CONDITIONS. DEPT WILL NOT 
RPT NOT INITIATE STEPS TO EFFECT TRANSFERS UNTIL IT 

RECEIVES GOJ ASSURANCES IN THIS REGARD. INGERSOLL 


SECRET 
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